
2019 NHPA Annual Business Meeting 

July 28th 8:30 AM   

Ray Clymer Exhibit Hall, Wichita Falls, Texas 

-The meeting was called to order by President Stuart Sipma at 8:30 am.   

-The Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was spoken. 

-Stuart Sipma reviewed the meeting rules and introduced the Minutes Approval Committee.   

They included Phyllis Quist (WA), Brian Fisher (OH), and Ron Highley (MO). 

-At this time Stuart Sipma introduced the NHPA Chaplain, Ken Heinritz, who delivered an 

opening prayer. 

-NHPA Secretary/Treasurer, Jim Kinney Jr, presented the fiscal year financial report as of 

March 31st, 2019.  Jim detailed the assets and expenditures in the report. No questions were 

asked, a motion was made and approved to accept the report. 

-Stuart Sipma presented the Audit committee who handled the counting of the ballots. They 

were Aleena Lapak, Dale Marteney, and Melanie Poole. It was determined that there were 101 

delegates and two thirds vote (68 votes) were needed to pass any rule or bylaw change.    

-Kim Peterson was introduced as a representative from Winnemucca Nevada to present an 

update on the 2021 NHPA World Tournament.  Kim stated they were able to acquire the 

Sanction Tour Event which has brought many pitchers to their city already.  He thanked the 

NHPA Council for voting to host the 2021 World Tournament in Winnemucca, Nevada. Some 

of the main topics Kim presented was their were two major event center’s on the complex, 

there was special arrangements being made for rental cars at the airport for a discount, over 

320 RV on site with full hookups, 1025 motel rooms located within 3 miles of the complex, 

casinos at three hotels, 44 eating establishments, and special tours. Kim also stated the hotel 

rates ranged from $79 to $120 dollars a night.  One center will hold 48 courts and the other 

will hold practice courts.  Kim stated they were working on welcome party for the youth along 

with many activities.  Kim ended by stating the World Tournament dates, July 19th  thru July 

31st, 2021.  Also stating the web site, Winnamucahorseshoe.com, will answer a lot of 

questions. 

 

 

 

 



-Jerrica Bennett was introduced as the public relations and content manager for Monroe West 

Monroe, Louisiana to present an update on the 2020 NHPA World Tournament. Jerrica started 

by stating the 2020 NHPA World Tournament dates were July 13th thru July 25th, 2020.  Jerica 

stated there were 52 onsite RV spots for $25 per night, 32 courts will be in the Monroe Civic 

Center, 18 courts will be in the conference hall, there will be a Duck Commander tour, and 

there were 2200 hotel rooms ranging from $67 to $119. Jerrica introduced the Event Manager, 

Scott Bruscato, who was not present. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Brian Poole to preside over the Rules and Bylaws presented for change.  

Voting results are as follows: 

1. PRC 1, Pitching Divisions, Section A-1.  Change the pitching age from twelve (12) to ten (10). 

    Did not pass (14 yes, 87 no) 

2. PRC 2, Pitching Divisions, Rule 1.  Add an Elder Women division for age 75 and over. 

    Did not pass (48 yes, 53 no) 

3.  ByLaw Proposal 1, Article IX: Convention, Section 10.  Change the date from March 15th to           

    1st of January for World Tournament bids.   Passed (93 yes, 8 no) 

4. ByLaw Proposal 2, Article VII: Charters, Section 2 and Section 6.  Change twenty-five (25) to  

    ten (10).  Passed (100 yes, 1 no) 

Brian stated he was going to write Standard Operating Procedures for the rules committee do 

to the same rule being introduced multiple times. 

 

-Stu Sipma opened a discussion of the World Tournament.  

  1. It was brought up that there should be no bye’s in tournament play. Pacer’s should be used                                             

      when pitcher’s drop out or does not show.  If the classes are not full, also. 

  2. It was discussed that parents need to monitor their kids better at the World Tournament           

      due to some vandalism that has occurred. 

  3. The topic of the sign up for judges and score keepers were discussed.   

  4. It was brought up that spectator’s need to be stopped from standing next to the pitchers 

      Along the fence.  It was addressed by the council.  



-Jim Kinney Jr was introduced as the World Tournament Director for discussion of the 2020 

World Tournament Format.  Jim stated he is trying to rotate shifts, so everyone is not pitching 

at the same time every year. The Format for the World Tournament was good for the pitchers. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Brian Poole as the NHPA First Vice President over rules and bylaws. 

Brian stated if anyone wants to submit a rule or bylaw change it needs to be submitted to him 

by September 30th.  Brian stated he will contact Rob and setup a proposal submittal on the 

NHPA website. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Lauri Lampkin as the NHPA Second Vice President over promotions and 

publicity director. Laurie gave a presentation on how many appointments she and Stu had for 

upcoming bids for the 2022 World Tournament.  Laurie stated there was a package developed 

for first time pitchers who have pitched in two events.  14 out of the 54 charters in 2018 

participated.  

-Laurie introduced her Membership Committee which consist of Dalton Rakestraw 

(Chairperson), Joan Elmore, Debby Michaud, Jason Neighbors, Phyllis Quist, Max Griffith, and 

Pat Pertuit.  Dalton talked about the new membership package to promote the sport and how 

they need new member list from Charter Secretaries. 

-Laurie introduced her Sponsorship Committee which consist of Brian Fisher (Chairperson), 

Rebecca Sidles, Barbara Carson, Deb Odum, Gary Roberts, and Marlene Ray.  Brian spoke on 

the sponsorships that are being pursued. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Jerry Smith as the NHPA Third Vice President over the league program. 

Jerry started by saying there were 291 leagues last year with over 5000 pitchers.  There were 

awards handed out for top 10 in 30 categories for leagues in the United States.  Jerry 

reminded the pitchers that he is over the scholarship program and needs applicants. Jerry also 

recognized Barry Webster as part of the tribal group with the Boys and Girls Club in Montana 

who promotes horseshoes to kids. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Rob Hagman as the Fourth Vice President over NHPA IT.  Rob did a 

presentation on a new platform for the NHPA.  Rob introduced a new program called eShoe. 

Rob commented that Kurt Whaley pitched this upgrade 15 years ago and this is our future for 

membership reporting and paying dues. Rob stated HS Master is being revised. Rob stated the 

new program will take some time and to be patient and ask questions. Rob also commented 

on the cameras and leader boards.  Rob stated pitchers were unplugging them.   



-Stu Sipma introduced Aleena Lapak the NHPA Junior Director.  Aleena stated she was stepping 

down as Junior Director and she has enjoyed working with the juniors over the years.  Aleena 

stated she hopes the duties of the NHPA Junior Director get reviewed and the responsibilities 

revamped. Aleena thanked everyone for their support while she was in office. 

 -Stu Sipma introduced Jim Kinney Jr as the NHPA Secretary/Treasurer.  Jim had nothing to 

report. 

-Stu Sipma introduced Dalton Rakestraw as the Fifth Vice President also the NHPA Reginal 

Director.  Dalton encouraged the charter’s without State Reginal Director’s to find someone 

who willing to take on the position. Dalton also stated he had ordered 11,000 tournament 

patches for the 54 charters for the 2019 year and have 1000 left. Dalton reminded all charters 

that tournament patches are free for the charters.   

-Stu Sipma introduced Wayne Callicoatte as the NHPA Natstat Director.  Wayne just 

encouraged all Tournament directors and league directors to use HS Master when reporting. 

-Stu Sipma introduced Rebecca Sidles as the NHPA Newsline Director.  Rebecca was not 

present, but it was mentioned that the Obits are not making it to the Newline or Eblast. There 

were a few pitchers that stated they were not getting the Newsline by email. 

-Stu Sipma introduced Mel Yockstick as WT Stat Director.  Mel has World Tournament Stats for 

the 40-point era on the NHPA website.  Mel stated there was not many stats for the 50-point 

era. 

-Stu Sipma introduced Gary Roberts as the International Affairs Director.  Gary made a speech 

about the ties between South Africa and the United States.  Gary stated in March 2020 there 

was a trip planned to South Africa that will be a great experience and if anyone wants to 

participate to contact him.   Gary also said Maximilian Riepl from Germany has told him there 

was to be a European Championship for horseshoes if anyone was interested. 

-Stu Sipma introduced Casey Sluys as NHPF President.  Casey ask for support from the NHPA 

members by using Amazon Smile for their purchases so the NHPF can receive ½ of 1% toward 

the NHPA Charity.  Also, Casey reminded all members about the Hall of Fame Bricks that are 

available for purchase.  Casey spoke about the online pitching being done on Facebook and to 

think about participating. 

 

-Stu Sipma introduced Jerry Smith as the New NHPA Historian who took the place of Bob Dunn 

after his passing. 

 



-The position of First Vice President and the position of Third Vice President were unopposed. 

By rule of acclimation by Roberts rule Brian Poole is First Vice President and Jerry Smith is 

Third Vice President for another three-year term.   

-Stu Sipma ask for any new business. 

         1. A question was asked about going forward with court sanctioning. Dalton Rakestraw 

commented that Reginal Director’s cannot deny Tournament Director’s request to run a 

tournament.  Dalton also stated he will work with state individual clubs on a case by case 

concerning pit sanctioning. 

        2.  A question was asked about the coverage of the NHPA policy.  Jim Kinney Jr stated he 

will call the NHPA Insurance provider to inquire about the coverage on the NHPA policy. 

        3.  Stu Sipma commented on a new synthetic clay being introduced.  Stu stated there 

were advantages and disadvantages.  It was mentioned that Valley of the Suns in Arizona is 

using it and South Dakota was switching to it.  It is an indoors only application. 

        4. Jerry Smith ask for Hall of Fame Nomination.  Jerry ask for every charter to send him 

bios for a nomination. 

 

-Stu Sipma announce the next business meeting will be in Monroe, Louisiana in 2020. 

-A motion was made and passed to destroy the voting ballots. 

-A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Kinney Jr 

NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                    


